
Babies are born ready to learn, and a child’s first experiences affect how the brain develops. 
Understanding the critical nature of early childhood, School District 69 has partnered  

with the Infant Welfare Society of Evanston to establish Ready For Success,  
an innovative national model for early childhood education.

By using evidence-based practices, the Ready For Success team  
makes intentional choices to implement methods demonstrated by research  
to achieve positive outcomes for children, their families, and communities. 

Parents, families, educators, and communities—there’s no better 
partnership to assure that all children have the support and  
resources they need to succeed in school and in life.” 
DENNIS VAN ROEKEL   President, National Education Association

WHEN A YOUNG CHILD IS PREPARED FOR SCHOOL 

They Find Success.

Families • Community • Researchers • Partners
Together, we will build strong foundations for young learners.

Infant Welfare Society of Evanston and School District 69 
Supporting Our Youngest Learners



Prenatal Support
ENROLLED FAMILIES RECEIVE: Prenatal support and education throughout pregnancy

RFS RESEARCH FOCUS: Strategies to support expectant parents in their confidence  
and knowledge of child development as they prepare for parenthood

“A loving prenatal and perinatal experience inspires such things as bonding  
and sensitivity to others which have long-term consequences  
for both individual relationships and for society.” 
ASSOCIATION OF PRENATAL & PERINATAL PSYCHOLOGY & HEALTH

Children From Birth To Age 3
ENROLLED FAMILIES RECEIVE: Weekly home visits with a Family Support 
Specialist who offers guidance in child development and educational growth along with 
twice-monthly family events providing caregiver education and a family play group

RFS RESEARCH FOCUS: The impact of home visiting on early child development, 
including social-emotional and language growth   

“Healthy development in the early years, particularly birth to three, provides the building blocks 
for educational achievement, economic productivity, responsible citizenship, lifelong health, 
strong communities, and successful parenting of the next generation.”
CENTER FOR THE DEVELOPING CHILD, HARVARD UNIVERSITY

READY FOR SUCCESS GRADUATES ENTER KINDERGARTEN  
READY TO LEARN ON A LIFELONG PATH FOR SUCCESS.
RESEARCH MATTERS, HERE’S WHY.
Ready For Success is designing a research platform that will offer data on the strategies and services 
that are most impactful in supporting young children and their families. The insights learned  
will contribute to our collective understanding of what young children need to prosper.

Children Ages 3 To 5
ENROLLED FAMILIES RECEIVE:  
A play-based kindergarten-readiness program, 
TOPS (Teaching Our Preschoolers), located 
in District 69’s Madison Elementary School, 
regular caregiver groups, and family events 
which provide resources to support  
children’s learning from home

RFS RESEARCH FOCUS: Preschool and 
kindergarten readiness, and the factors that 
support a family’s transition between programs  

“Pre-K is foundational because, for most children, it 
provides their initial exposure to school and sets the 
tone for their educational career. It’s an important 
opportunity to get kids off on the right foot.”
SUZANNE BOUFFARD, PH.D.  
Author of The Most Important Year: Pre-Kindergarten  
and the Future of Our Children

Children Ages 5 To 18
RFS RESEARCH FOCUS:  
The effects of early prevention services  
on academic and social outcomes during  
the elementary to high school years

“Early years of childhood form the basis of 
intelligence, personality, social behavior, and 
capacity to learn and nurture oneself as an adult…
Ensuring the healthy cognitive, social and emotional 
development of young children merits the 
highest priority of every responsible government, 
organization, community, family and individual for 
the sake of raising healthy children worldwide.”
UNITED NATIONS INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S 
EMERGENCY FUND (UNICEF)

Ready For Success  
monitors the progress  
of children from birth 

through 12th grade  
allowing for the study  

of the long-term impact  
of early prevention  

services.
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Ready For Success integrates high-quality early childhood education  
and thoughtful research initiatives that study the program’s impact on: 

The data and insights generated will be shared nationally,  
so other communities can benefit from our research findings and knowledge.

Early Childhood Education • Evidence-Based Practice • Impacting Children Birth-To-Five

Generous funding for this program has been provided by The Illinois State Board of Education.  

Our Research Impact

OUR RESEARCH PARTNERS

  ReadyForSuccess69.org   
  RFS@Skokie69.net   
  847.675.7666, Ext. 1091   
  5050 Madison Street, Skokie, IL 60077
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Research institutions and universities in Illinois and California are collaborating on a multi-faceted study to 
ascertain the impact of Ready For Success on a variety of areas of learning and development.

Learn more about the partners on the RFS website: www.ReadyForSuccess69.org


